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1 The independent claims 1,11 and 1 2 are not acceptable in their present form 
because they do not meet the requirement following from Article 84 taken in 
combination with Rules 43(1) and (3) EPC that any independent claim must 
contain all the technical features essential to the invention. 
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It is indeed essential that the personalisation of the message is achieved by 
applying personalised metadata to the MMS message which will determine 
a personalised presentation-format. 

Claims 1 and 1 1 have further very serious clarity problems as, in contrast to 
claim 1 2, they do not specify to which element of the system the request to 
transmit the MMS is sent by the first user and that the MMS message will be 
modified to be personalised to the second user. 

in other words, the actual broad and vague formulation of these two claims 
encompasses the possibility of the first user sending, for example, an SMS to 
the second user asking him if he wants to receive an MMS. The way this 
feature is formulated is therefore not even technical and not supported by the 
description either. 

What is described in the description is that the first user after receiving his 
message (personalised with his preferences with the application of 
personalised metadata) transmits a request to the dispatcher system to 
transmit the same MMS to a second user. The dispatcher will then send the 
MMS to the second user but with applying other metadata which correspond 
to the preferences of the second user. 



2 By adding these clarifications in the independent claims 1,11 and 1 2, the 
claims would be clear and involve an inventive step. 

It has to be said at this stage of the procedure that without these clarifications 
claims 1 1 and 1 2 do not differ in an inventive way from the cited prior art. As 
already explained above, to send a request to transmit an MMS is not 
considered as technical and cannot be considered as involving inventive 
activity. Furthermore without clarifying the fact that metadata are responsible 
for the personalisation of the format of the MMS, the second feature of the 
claim is not differentiating itself from the cited prior art. 
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If the Applicant intends to proceed further with the present application the following 
points should also be taken into consideration: 
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1 The independent claims should be in the two-part "characterised" form 

required by Rule 43(1 ) EPC, having a pre-characterising part that correctly 
reflects the nearest prior art. 



2 In order to meet the requirements of Rule 42(1 )(b) EPC, the documents D1 to 
D4 cited above should be acknowledged and briefly discussed in the opening 
part of the description. 



3 The opening part of the description should be adapted to the new claims (Rule 
42(1 )(c) EPC). 



4 All the claims should include reference signs to the figures (Rule 43(7) EPC). 
In the light of the complexity of features, such reference signs appear to be 
essential to the clarity of the claims. 



5 The general statement "incorporated herein by reference" on page 2 is not 
clear. Therefore, either a short acknowledgement of the relevant subject- 
matter of the corresponding document, to which said statement refers, should, 
in accordance with Article123(2) EPC, be added to the description, or, if said 
document is not relevant for the performance of the invention, such statement 
should be deleted (cf. also EPC Guidelines C-M-4.19 and 7.4). 
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The application and the invention to which it relates seem to meet the requirements of the EPC. Upon 
presence of a valid request for examination and consideration by the examining division, a communication 
under Rule 71 (3) EPC may be issued. 



The further procedure with respect to this application is dependent upon the result of the search for prior art 
under Article 54(3) EPC* which will be carried out at least 18 months from the date of filing of the application 
under consideration. If such prior art is found, a communication under Rule 71(1) EPC will be sent The 
communication under Rule 71 (3) EPC can be issued only after that search has been carried out and if no 
such prior art is found. 

* It is to be noted that Article 54(4) EPC 1973 continues to apply to European patent applications still pendinq 



